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+c., s.+8b United States Air Force 
TORREJON A I R  BASE, SPAIN 

401st Tactical Fighter Yfng 

Torrejon A i r  Base i s  located one and one- 
h a l f  mi les  (two ki lometers)  north of  
Torrejon de Ardoz, n ine mi les  (15 
k i 1  ometers) east-northeast o f  Baraja s 
In te rna t iona l  A i rpor t ;  14 m i  1 es (24 
k i lometers)  east-northeast o f  Madrid, and 
s i x  m i les  (10 k i lometers)  west-southwest 
o f  Alcala de Henares, Spain. 

Torrejon A i r  Base supports a large 
population. More than 3,800 m i  1 i t a r y  
personnel are assigned t o  the i ns ta l -  
l a t ion ,  wh i le  some 1,100 c i v i l i a n s  work 
f o r  the U.S. A i r  Force and associated 
agencies on the base. ' 

Mission 

The 401st Tact ica l  F ighter  Wing i s  
the p r i nc ipa l  operat ing and host u n i t  

o f  Torrejon b i r  Base. I t s  mission i n  support o f  U.S. A i r  Forces i n  Europe i s  
to  develop and maintain the c a p a b i l i t y  o f  implementing war plans and a l e r t  
orders; t o  develop techniques and t a c t i c s  f o r  a i r  super io r i t y ,  close a i r  
support and i n t e r d i c t i o n  operations and t o  develop m o b i l i t y  plans f o r  quick 
deployment t o  support war plans and operations. The wing also maintains 
support u n i t s  and i n s t a l l a t i o n s  i n  readiness f o r  support o f  wing combat 
operat ions and ensures the secur i t y  o f  the forces and the i ns ta l l a t i ons .  

The 401st Tac t i ca l  F ighter  Wing maintains three F-16 squadrons, the 612th 
Tac t i ca l  F igh te r  Squadron, 613th Tact ical  F igh te r  Squadron, and 614th Tact ical  
F i gh te r  Squadron. 

401st Tactical Figh te r  Wing H i  story 

The 4Olst  Tact ica l  F igh te r  Wing began as the 401st Bombardment Group 
"i?avyl A p r i l  1, 1043, a t  Ephrata Army A i r  Base, Wash. 

The Group t ra ined  i n  B-17s a t  Geiger F ie ld ,  Wash., and Great F a l l s  A i r  
Force Base, Mont. I n  November 1943, i t  moved a t  Deenethrope, England, where 
i t  served w i t h  the 8 th  A i r  Force, operat ing against  s t ra teg ic  targets, u n t i l  
p r i 1  1945. The Group a lso pa r t i c i pa ted  i n  the Normandy invasion, the 
breakthrough a t  S t .  Lo and the B a t t l e  o f  the Bulge. 

In May 1945 the 401st Bombardment Group returned t o  the United States. 
The group Has re located a t  Sioux F a l l s  Army A i r  F ie ld ,  S.D. The group was 
' :a-ct ivated 4ug. 2t?, 1945. 



React ivated i n  the A i r  Force Reserves June 26, 1947, a t  Brooks F ie ld ,  
Texas, the group was redesignated the 401st Bombardment Group (Medium). It 
was c a l l e d  t o  ac t i ve  serv ice i n  May 1951, assigned to  the S t ra teg ic  A i r  
Command and i nac t i va ted  the f o l  1 owing month. C 

Alexandr ia A i r  Force Base, La., became the home o f  the 401st F igh te r  
Bomber Group when i t  was redesignated and react ivated Feb. 8, 1954, equipped 
w i t h  F-86 Sabre j e t s  and assigned t o  the Tact ica l  A i r  Command. The a i r c r a f t  
assigned t o  t h e  612th, 613th, and 614th F igh te r  Bomber Squadrons were changed 
t o  F-84 Thunderstreaks sho r t l y  a f t e r  r eac t i va t i on  and i n  June 1956, the 401st 
F i gh te r  Bomber Group once again became an F-86 un i t .  One year l a t e r ,  the  
group began i t s  conversion t o  the F-100 Super Sabres. The 612th F igh te r  
Bomber Squadron received t he  f i r s t  23 F-100s i n  May 1957. 

Upgraded t o  a wing Sept. 25, 1957, i t  gained i t s  present designation as 
the  401st Tac t i ca l  Ffghter  Wing, July 1, 1958. When the wing came t o  Torrejon 
A i r  Base i n  A p r i l  1966, the u n i t  added the 307th and 353rd Tact ica l  F igh te r  
Squadrons t o  rep lace the 612th and 614th Tact ica l  F igh te r  Squadrons which were 
se rv ing  i n  Southeast Asia. The 612th Tact ica l  F i gh te r  Squadron and 614th 
Tac t i ca l  F i gh te r  Squadron re turned t o  t h e i r  parent wing i n  1971, a f t e r  
d i s t ingu ished  war service, and the 307th Tact ica l  F igh te r  Sauadron and 353rd 
Tac t i ca l  F i g h t e r  Squadron were r e t i r e d  t o  My r t l e  Peach A i r  Force Base, S.C., 
f o r  i nac t i va t i on .  

With the de l i ve r y  o f  a newer a i r c r a f t  t o  the wing i n  Ju l y  1970, the wing 
was completely converted from the F-100 t o  the F-4E Phantom 11. 

I n  September 1973, t he  401st Tact ica l  F igh te r  Wing began swapping F-4E 
a i r c r a f t  fo r  t he  F-4C Phantoms, w i t h  the 613th Tac t i ca l  F ighter  Squadron 
rece i v i ng  the f i r s t  four F-4Cs Sept. 14, 1973. The 401st Tact ica l  F igh te r  
Wing was f l y i n g  F-4C Phantoms exc lus ive ly  by the end o f  the calendar year. 
The wing began conver t ing t o  F-4Ds Aug. 25, 1978 and completed the conversion 
i n  1979. I n  February 1983, the wing began convert ing t o  the F-16 F igh t i ng  
Falcon and completed the conversion i n  January 1984. 

Achievements and Honors 

Dis t ingu ished Un i t  C i t a t i o n  Jan. 11, 1944, and Feb. 20, 1944; A i r  Force 
Outstanding U n i t  Award, f o r  the per iod Jan. 1, 1963 t o  Dec. 31, 1963; A i r  
Offense Europe for  the pe r i od  J u l y  4, 1942 t o  June 5, 1944; Central Europe f o r  
the per iod March 22, 1945 t o  May 11, 1945; Normandy Campaign for  the per iod 
June 6, 1944 t o  March 21, 1945; and Northern France Campaign f o r  the per iod 
J u l y  25, 1944 t o  Sept. 14, 1944. 



Ai rc ra f t  Used 

1943 - 1945: 8-176 F l y i n g  Fo r t ress  
1947 - 1949: AT-6 
1947 - 1949: AT-11 
1949 - 1950: 8-29 
1950 - 1951: B-50 
1954 - 1955: F-86F Sabre J e t s  
1955 - 1956: F-84 Thunderstreaks 
1956 - 1957: F-86F Sabre J e t s  
1957 - 1971: F-100D Super Sabres 
1970 - 1973: F-4E Phantom 
1973 - 1979: F-4C Phantom 
1979 - 1984: F-4D Phantom 
1984 - present :  F-16 F i g h t i n g  Falcon 

Wing Insignia 

"The Sky i s  Our Arena" i s  t he  mot to i n s c r i b e d  on the  401st Tac t i ca l  
F i g h t e r  Wing emblem. The emblem i s  symbolic o f  t he  w ing ' s  pr imary mission. 
The l i g h t  b l u e  background represents  the sky, the  pr imary t h e a t e r  o f  
ope ra t i ons .  The f o u r  lances denote the  weapons stacked ready f o r  i n s t a n t  use 
as needed. A b lack  and wh i te  checkerboard b a t t l e f i e l d ,  c ross ing  the  lances i n  
a h o r i z o n t a l  p o s i t i o n ,  i n d i c a t e s  our wing i s  w i l l i n g  t o  go i n t o  b a t t l e  
anywhere i n  t h e  sky. The c o l o r s  o f  the  squadrons a t tached t o  the  wing, 
forming a  banner which sweeps across the  emblem, i n d i c a t e s  support  t o  t h e  
o v e r a l l  A i r  Force n i ss ion .  The f o u r  c o l o r s  represent  the o r i g i n a l  f ou r  
sauadrons assigned to  the  301st;  t h e  612th, 613th, 614th and 615th. 

Torrejon A i r  Base History 

I n  1952, t h e  Un i ted  States en t2red i n t o  nego t i a t i ons  w i t h  Spain t o  ob ta in  
s t r a t e g i c  bomber and nava! bases there. With the phase-out o f  the 8-50 and B- 
36 bombers, S t r a t e g i c  A i r  Command needed forward ope ra t i ng  bases, i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  those a l ready  acqui red.  i n  !lorocco, f o r  i t s  new 8-67 j e t  medium bombers and 
r e q u i r e d  tanke r  support.  The Un i ted  States ob ta ined the  r i g h t  t o  b u i l d  and 
" j o i n t  use" a i r  bases i n  Spain when the  two na t i ons  signed the Mutual Defense 
Ass is tance Agreement i n  September 1953. 

F o i l o w i n g  the  s ign ing  o f  t h e  agreement, a  sSte was se lec ted  a t  Torre jon,  
f ua in ,  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  3 f  the i n s t a l l a t i o n  began. The s i t e  was dedicated as 
iorrejon A i r  Base Seut. 23, 1956. S.;x weeks l a t e r  To r re jon  A i r  base was 
.:szianed t o  16 th  Air Force, the command designated t o  oversee S t r a t e g i c  A i r  
C ~mfiar;~: opera t i ons  i n  Spa! n and Morocco. 

It w a s n ' t  u n t i l  June 1, 1957 t h e  Tor re jon  A i r  Base was ac t i va ted .  A month 
l a t e r  1 6 t h  A i r  Forc? along w i t n  o the r  U.S. f a c i l i t i e s  i n  Spain, were 
reass igned t o  SAC. 



From 1958 u n t i l  1965, To r re jon  A i r  Base a l s o  supported the  65th A i r  
n i v i s i o n ,  wh ich  had r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  con junc t i on  w i t h  t h e  Spanish a i r  f o r c e  
f o r  a i r  defense o f  Spain. I n  t he  mid-1960s, w i t h  the  c losu re  o f  1I.S. bases i n  
France, T o r r e j o n  A i r  Base became the main a i r l i f t  access p o i n t  t o  Southern 
Regi on and Medi terranean bases. 

I n  t h e  e a r l y  1960s, T a c t i c a l  A i r  Command began suppor t ing  NATO s t r i k e  
commitments a t  forward ope ra t i ng  bases i n  NATO's Southern Region. This was 
accompl ished by r o t a t i n g  f i g h t e r  squadrons from the  Un i ted  States t o  bases i n  
I t a l y  and Turkey. By 1966, TAC's commitment t o  t h e  Vietnam War reduced i t s  
a b i l i t y  t o  suppor t  t he  r o t a t i o n a l  program. I n  A p r i l  1966, Headquarters A i r  
Force o f f i c i a l s  reassigned t h e  401st T a c t i c a l  F i g h t e r  Wing w i t h  i t s  t h ree  
f i g h t e r  squadrons, t o  To r re jon  A i r  Base f o r  t h i s  purpose. A t  the  same time, 
Headquarters 1 6 t h  A i r  Force and Tor re jon  AB, Spain, were reassigned t o  U.S. 
A i r  Forces i n  Europe. 

I n  i t s  2P years .  a t  Torre jon,  t he  401st  TFW miss ion  has grown t o  include, 
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  NATO forward area commitments, support  o f  U.S. space s h u t t l e  
f l i g h t s ,  j o i n t  exerc ises  w i t h  MATO forces  i n  Por tuga l  and t h e  southern region, 
and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t he  A l l i e d  Comnand Europe P o b i l e  Force. The 401st TFW 
remains t h e  o n l y  U.S. A i r  corce t a c t i c a l  combat f o rce  based i n  16 th  A i r  Force. 

Associate IJni t s  

T o r r e j o n  A i r  Rase, Spain i s  a l s o  t h e  home o f  t he  16 th  A i r  Force 
headquarters.  The 16th  A i  r Force corm~ander' s  a u t h o r i  t v  extends t o  o ther  U.S. 
a i r  bases i n  t h e  Mediterranean theater .  

The 1989th  In fo rmat ion  S y s t e m  Wing p lans,  programs, budgets, operates and 
m a i n t a i n s  command and c o n t r o l  communications and a i r  t r a f f i c  serv ices i n 
suppor t  of t h e  U.S. A i r  Force and o the r  agencies i n  Spain. The wing a l so  
p rov ides  communicat ion-e lect ronics and a i r  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  s t a f f  support t o  
1 6 t h  A i r  Force which has opera t iona l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  U.S. A i r  Force 
o p e r a t i o n s  th roughout  the  Mediterranean area. 

The 625 th  M i l  i t a r y  A i  r l  i f t  Support Group operates the  terrni nal  f a c i l  i t y  
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  movement o f  passengers, cargo, ma i l  and a i r c r a f t .  

The 2186th In fo rma t ion  Systems Squadron has r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  four  
i n f o r m a t i o n  systems detachments t h a t  a re  p a r t  o f  t he  Defense Communications 
n..gency' s  t ropospher i c  s c a t t e r  wide-band system t h a t  c a r r i e s  comnunications 
th roughout  t h e  Mediterranean area. 


